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kind of story contained in these poems and tales.
Gradually the words romantic and romance got the
meaning which they have today.

We have seen in another chapter that we have a
number of words taken from the names of persons
in ancient history. We have also a modern and
special use of words formed from the names of some
of the ancient nations. We saw that we use the
word Spartan to describe any very severe discipline,
or a person who willingly uses such discipline for
himself.

There arc several other such names used in a
more or less complimentary way. We speak of
" Roman " firmness, and every one who lias read
Roman history will agree that this is a good use of
the word. On the other hand, we have the ex-
pression " Punic faith " to describe treachery. The
Romans had had many reasons for mistrusting their
great enemy, the Carthaginians, and tlu-jy used this
expression, Fides Pimica, which we have simply
borrowed from the Latin.

We use the expression " Attic (or Athenian) salt"
to describe a very refined wit or humour. The
Romans used the word sal, or " salt/* in this sense
of wit, and their expression sal Atticnm shows the
high opinion they had of the Athenians, from whom,
indeed, they learned much in art and in literature.
It is this same expression which we use to-day,
having borrowed and translated it also from the

Latin.

n